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November  

20 Camp Out 

23 School Council meeting 

16 - 24 Intensive Swim Programme grades Prep - 2 

December  

7 Xmas Concert 

 

Principalõs Column: 
There are four weeks of school remaining in the year. 

Itôs a busy time for students, parents and in particular 

teachers as they complete the student reports for the 

end of the school year.  

 

P-2 Swimming Program ï Teachers have informed me 

that the program has started well. 

 

Year 3\4:  Annual Rounders Tournament starts soon, 

the boys Hoop Time basketball team competing in the 

state finals November 24
th
 and the Dance Fit program 

concludes next week. 

 

Year 6 graduation ceremony preparations are in full 

swing. I heard the students practice a really special 

song this week for the occasion.  

 

December Christmas concert planning by parents and 

staff are well on the way. 

 

School Transition Program 

During the school review we identified transition as an 

area to improve student engagement and connectedness 

to school. Our transition program aims to provide 

smooth pathways for students moving from one year 

level to the next or from one location to another.  

 

At Elsternwick Primary there are three transition 

programs that cater for the range of students: the pre 

prep program for those entering our school, the in 

school program for those students continuing their 

education at Elsternwick Primary and the year 6 

secondary placement program.  

 

Most people are familiar with our successful pre prep 

program which now extends over 5 sessions in 

November and early December. This article focuses on 

the in school program. The program is being 

coordinated by Mr Seddon and the team leaders.   

Similar to the pre prep program, the in school transition 

program has four phases: preparation, direct 

interaction, induction and consolidation. In 2009 ï 

2010 we have made a number of improvements to this 

program which includes two additional sessions. 

 

Preparation Phase:  

Each year teacher prepares notes on students learning, 

their social development and samples of student work 

to pass onto the follow years teacher. This year our 

assessment program, which includes a range of online 

tests, is being started in November / December so that 

the information is available at the start of the year 

instead of testing starting in February / March by the 

new teacher. This is expected to make a smoother start 

to the school year.  

 

Direct Interaction Phase: 

Students will have 3 sessions in mixed groupings. The 

focus of the sessions is around building social 

relationships with different students using strategies 

like circle time. The aim is to reduce possible anxieties 

about relationships or location and build personal 

confidence. Some routines are developed around 

different classroom locations. Students working in 

flexible spaces learn about levels of working noise, 

responsibilities around student lockers are explained 

and use of wireless technology in years 3-6 are 

explored. In the last week of school the third session of 

this phase will see students in their 2010 groupings and 

the start of the induction program where students see 

the similar types of learning structures used by 

teachers. This consistency between classrooms again 

reduces potential anxieties.  Teachers also collect some 

personal information from students so that a sense of 

being known is fostered and a sense of belonging to the 

school developed. 



Induction Phase: 

Teachers begin this phase at the start of the school year 

before students arrive by reading student files and 

talking to past teachers to collect information about 

each student in their group. The induction phase was 

strengthened last year when the whole school engaged 

in a ñLearning to Learnò inquiry unit which formed the 

basis of individual classes setting norms for working. 

Student understandings about school values are 

explored, behavioural expectations constructed and 

school rules reinforced through the student code of 

conduct which is sent home. For years 3-6 students the 

expanded use of digital resources means that sessions 

on cyber safety expectations and issues are held. 

Routines are established that include the use of diaries 

and memory sticks for years 3 -6 students and red 

satchels for home reading for prep ï two students. 

Senior students have sessions on responsibilities on 

school leadership. Teachers continue to build social 

relationships through strategies like circle time. 

Students usually see the alignment in teacher practices 

between classrooms through consistent use of 

instructional strategies like guided reading, literature 

circles or the use of manipulative materials to 

understand Mathematical ideas.   

 

Consolidation Phase: 

This phase often involves further testing of students as 

additional information is required to plan the learning 

program for each student. Teachers continue to build 

relationships with students and reinforce the 

expectations set in the induction phase. During this 

phase there is a parent information session where 

teachers explain whatôs happened in the induction 

phase and focus on some key area of school 

improvement, which in 2010 ï 2013 is Mathematics.  

School transition programs are a strategic plan 

improvement goal and parents in years prep, two, four 

and six and some senior students will complete an 

online survey to gather feedback about the program. 

The feedback will support any further changes to the 

program in future years. 

 

Parent Input:  

As part of this transition program we seek parent input. 

If you have any information that supports teachers in 

the Interactive phase of this program where class 

groupings are formed please email me at: 

studenttransition2010@elsternwickps.vic.edu.au 

 Please note that requests for individual teachers or 

student friendships are not being taken and the deadline 

for information is Friday November 27
th
. Whatôs often 

helpful is information about particular learning needs 

of your child.       

 

Reminders and Acknowledgements 

Thank you to the 12 parents who came along to the 

afternoon coffee and cake meet the school principal 

and school council. We talked about mathematics 

education, cooling in schools and the new gym. The 

second gathering was this morning which I can report 

about next week.   

 

Building works have limited school access along 

Murphy Street please use, the front gate only.  

The school office is located the library from tomorrow 

for approximately 1 week: updated news in next 

weekôs newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assistant Principalsõ Jottings.. 
Step together turn, turn, turn!   These were the words 

that rang out as I watched a year 4 class in dance 

aerobics yesterday.  The smiles on all the kids faces 

said it all.  The high level of concentration exhibited as 

the children watched their instructor, Sue and followed 

and mirrored the steps was amazing.  Not a word out of 

turn and such compliments on the childrenôs behaviour 

and their ability to cope with quite complex moves 

from the instructor.  I know that all the year three and 

four parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles and friends 

have been invited along to share in the results of the 

first ever dance aerobics classes at EPS.  I hope to see 

many parents there next week enjoying what I had the 

pleasure of seeing today.  These classes have really 

added to our Arts offerings here at Elsternwick.  Great 

job kids! 

 

Parent Consultation opportunity  
Later in this newsletter you will see advertised an 

opportunity for you to participate in the writing of our 

new engagement policy.  This opportunity is on 

Thursday December 3
rd
 at 7.00.  The commitment will 

be for about an hour.  This is a great time to come and 

discuss some of the burning issues around rights and 

responsibilities, student behaviour and student 

absences.  Please try and make time to be involved and 

return the form enclosed in this newsletter. 

 

Policy and Strategy Committee  
This committee has been involved in the writing of two 

important policies related to parents for our school.  

Both are now in draft form.  The first, the parent 

concern and complaints policy will come into 

operation next year.  We will call for some feedback on 

this policy when a final draft is ready.  The intent is to 

put this policy and the one mentioned above to School 

Council at the February meeting next year.  The 

Communications committee from School Council has 

also been working hard on developing guidelines to 

enhance parent communication and together these 

documents will make it much easier for parents.  The 

mailto:studenttransition2010@elsternwickps.vic.edu.au


second policy mentioned above will also come into 

operation next year and your input is sought elsewhere 

in this newsletter. 

 

Dates for next year  
Early next year we have Marg Armstrong working with 

us for a week as teacher in residence.  Marg will work 

with staff in developing good working relationships 

with students and ensuring that restorative practices are 

in place.  As part of her work with us, she will run a 

parent forum.  This will take place in the week 

beginning 22
nd

 February.  The topic will be around 

better understanding restorative justice practices and 

hopefully launching our new Student Engagement 

Policy.  I invite you all to make plans to join us.  I will 

confirm the date shortly.   

 

Cyberbullying ï I have been on a waiting list for some 

time to get a quality cyberbullying program for our 

school community.  We have been given a date for the 

middle of next year.  A parent forum will be held at 

night on Wednesday June 9
th
.  Please put this date in 

your diaries now so you can plan to attend.  Further 

details next year. 

 

Parents understanding maths -  At a recent ócoffee with 

the Principalô afternoon, it was raised how important it 

was for parents to fully understand how maths is taught 

to your children.  With the help of some parent 

contacts, we are currently in talks to plan a parent 

forum around this topic as well.  Again more details to 

follow. 

 

Sarah Salter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Club News 
 

CHANGES TO PAYMENT OF ORDERS 

In 2010 no cash will be accepted for  

Book Club orders. 

 

Payment can be made by  

credit card or cheque only. 

 

Once again thank you for your orders  

over this year. 

 

 

 

Effective Schools are 
Engaging Schools 
Promoting student engagement, 
attendance 
and positive behaviours in Victorian 
government schools 

 

BE INVOLVED IN THE CONSULTATION 

PROCESS FOR OUR NEW STUDENT 

ENGAGEMENT POLICY 

 
All Victorian Government schools are currently 

drafting Student Engagement policies for 

implementation in 2010.  This policy will cover student 

welfare, engagement, absence as well as behaviour 

including bullying and cyber bullying issues. 

 

We would like to consult with you, our parents around 

some of the content of this policy document.  Please 

come along to a Parent Forum on Thursday December 

3
rd
 starting promptly at 7pm.  The forum will take place 

in the Library located in the Central Activity Building.  

Your contributions to this important part of our school 

life would be welcomed.  Please fill in and return the 

form below indicating your ability to attend.  Please 

return this form to Sarah Salter by Monday 30
th
 

November. 

 

 
 

Effective Schools are 
Engaging Schools 
 

 

I ééééééééééééééé. (Name) 

will / will not be able to attend the Parent Forum 

to consult on the new Elsternwick PS School 

Engagement Policy on Thursday December 3
rd

 in 

the school Library. 

 

 

PLEASE RETURN TO THE PA BOX 

LOCATED IN THE SCHOOL LIBRARY.  

 

 



Mandarin News 

 
 

Dear Parents, 

Congratulations Madeleine Edwards for receiving the 

Mandarin award this week. Madeleine demonstrates a 

committed attitude to improving her language skills 

and knowledge of the Chinese culture, her work is 

always of a high standard and she participates in all 

LOTE activities. Well Done! 

A belated congratulations goes to Josh Synan of MSE 

for also receiving the Mandarin award earlier in the 

term. Josh has achieved outstanding results this year, I 

continue to be impressed with his dedicated attitude 

towards his studies. A great effort! 

 

The prep students have been very busy in Mandarin 

this term, they are currently practising for a singing 

performance at assembly. I will be sure to notify all 

parents when this will take place. The students also 

learnt about the tradition of giving and receiving ólittle 

red packagesô during the celebrations of Chinese New 

Year. 

 

The 1 / 2 students did a magnificent job creating their 

own Kunqu opera masks, the students learnt all about 

how make up is used in performances to portray a 

characters personality.  

 

The grade 3/4 students entered a competition last week 

for the best designed Feng Shui house. Iôm pleased to 

announce that that following students have won the 

title within their classes. 

Jinny      MSD       Finlea         MSA    Chris  MSC  

Hamish MSB        Charlotte    MSE    Lisa    MSC 

 

The 5/6ôs have had more of a focus on the Chinese 

culture this term. The students have been discussing 

the effects that communism had on the practicing of 

religion in China.  

 

Here are the Mandarin words of the week to practice at 

home! 

 
ONE ï TW0 

Ni xihuan shenme 

yanse? 

What colour do you 

like? 

Wo xihuan I like 

Wo bu xihuan I donôt like 

 Lan se Blue  

 Hong se Red  

  Huang se  Yellow  

 Lu se Green 

 Fen hong 

se 

Pink  

 Hei se  Black 

 Bai se White 

 

PREP-SIX 

Zhan qi lai Stand up 

Qing zuo Sit down 

Kuai yi dian Quickly 

Man yi dian Slowly 

I continue to be amazed by the outstanding 

achievements of all the students in Mandarin this 

semester. We have achieved so much in such a small 

amount of time. Keep it up!!  

 

Mandarin Award 

          
Josh Synan MSE  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Madeleine Edwards SSA  

Earlier in Term 4  

 
[Type a quote from the document or the summary  

 



Musical Notes   
EPS Idol was held last week and 

proved to be an entertaining event for 

everyone involved!  I had the pleasure 

of being part of the judging panel for 

both the junior and senior sections and was amazed by 

the variety of acts and talent on stage.  Congratulations 

to all of the students who performed! 

 

MUSIC COUNT US IN ï Encore Performance, 

Monday 14
th
 December, 2009. 

 

For those of you who missed out on the original 

performance, an encore of óThe Music is Everythingô 

will be held during morning assembly in the last week 

of Term 4.   

 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT ï Monday 7
th
 December, 

2009. 

 

I am sure many parents are now becoming familiar 

with some of the Christmas Concert repertoire being 

sung at home by their children! Thank you to all of the 

classes for putting in lots of hard work to memorise 

song words and actions.  We are looking forward to 

performing for you all! 

 

Thank you, 

Naomi Elias  

(Music  Teacher) 

 

 

News from the Library  
Scholastic Book Club ï November edition 
Apologies for some classes receiving the November  

book club brochures late.  Unfortunately, we were only 

sent half of the brochures we normally receive.  The 

due date for returning Book Club has therefore been 

extended to Monday 23
rd

 November.   This is the last 

book club order for 2009. Thankyou for your support 

during the year.   

 

*A reminder for next year, only cheque and credit card 

payments will be accepted. 

 

Returning Books to the Library 
As we approach the end of the year, I will be following 

up children with reminder notes for overdue books.  

The last week of November will be the final week for 

borrowing from the library, as I prepare to undertake 

the annual stocktake in December.   Please assist your 

children in locating any books that need to be returned 

to the library.   

Elinor Knappert  

EPS Library  

 

SPORTS NEWSéé 
Congratulations to Charlie Geason (MSD) on receiving 

the PE Award this month.  Charlie participates in all 

PE lessons  with enthusiasm and determination.   He 

demonstrates  good sportsmanship and  is a valuable 

team member.  Well 

done Charlie! 

 

Congratulations to 

Lachlan 

Andrewartha for 

reaching the 500K 

milestone.  This 

achievement is no 

easy task.  He has 

run more than 1000 laps on Friday mornings while he 

has attended EPS.  

Lachlan will now have 

his name engraved on 

the 500K trophy which 

is displayed near the 

office.  A fantastic 

effort! 

 

Ruth Moore  
 

 

 

SPORTS REPORTS (for 2 weeks)  
ROUNDERS GIRLS 

The exciting and fun game we played last Friday was a 

game we cannot forget.  

 

Caulfield South on 16 and E.P.S Jelly Babies on 15 

really needed to catch up and we did, we succeeded.  

So the final scores were 19 to 18 in E.P.Sôs favour.    

Weôd like to nominate Erica for best team spirit and 

Emma for best player on the field well done E.P.S Jelly 

Babies! 

Brianna & Ashleigh  
 

SOFTBALL NEWS 

On the 6
th
 of November the boyôs softball team played 

Caulfield South. We lost 14-6 to them. I think as Vice-

Captain and Captain everyone played perfectly but 

they had some very strong batters and fielders and 

pitchers. 

 

Weôd like to congratulate Jack Strangio for an amazing 

catch from second base. Yanni Staedel-Arnould also 

for an amazing catch in outfield that got every one of 

their batters on bases out, and Will Hardie for his 

superb pitching. And everyone else who gave it 

everything theyôve got. 

 

By David Southwell, and Lachlan Vince.  

 



BASKETBALL BOYS  

On Friday the 6
th 

of
 
November the boyôs basketball 

team played two games, the first against Caulfield 

South Gold and the second, our zone final, against 

Sandringham. Caulfield South was no match for our 

strength and height and we won this game easily 67-32.  

We were resting players in preparation for our zone 

final in the afternoon, so everyone got to play at a 

relaxed pace and to contribute to the scoring. 

 

Our second game of the day against Sandringham was 

much more challenging.  Sandringham all had players 

who played in representative teams so they were well 

organised and highly skilled.  Despite this, Elsternwick 

provided excellent opposition for most of the game 

with the score line being equal at half time.  

Sandringhamôs full court defence made it difficult for 

us to get the ball into our offensive half, but once we 

were there, we worked hard.  We never gave up but 

unfortunately we were not able to hang on for the win.  

óBig Tommyô Jok was outstanding in this game, 

scoring and rebounding with strength and skill.  All of 

our team played an important role in getting to the final 

and we would not have been able to be as successful 

without the expert coaching of Mr Walker.  Thanks to 

the mums who came and supported and scored.   

 

By Murphy Daniels    
 

GIRLôS BASKETBALL REPORT 

On Friday the 6
th
 of November, the girlôs basketball 

team played a tiring but gleaming match against 

Caulfield South Primary.  By half time the girls were 

beating C.S.P.S by 3 goals, 12 ï 15.  Sadly by the end 

of the last quarter the scores were 30 ï 38 with C.S.P.S 

in the lead.  Though the girls lost, at the end of the hot 

match we all still showed good sportsmanship by 

proudly shaking their hands and saying a big well done 

to all. 

By Cinda DõUrso  
 

BOYS ROUNDER REPORT 

On the Friday that just passed, the year 5/6 rounders 

boyôs team had a game against Caulfield South; the 

day didnôt start off well with us going to the wrong 

venue.  After that detour we found the right location 

and started what would be a nice game.  We lost the 

toss and had to bat, the game started off brilliantly with 

the team making 7 runs in the first innings.  The game 

continued well with Caulfield South scoring no runs 

until the last innings. In total the scores were 19-3 the 

EPS boyôs way. Well done to Olek for playing 

backstop well seeing as heôs never played that position.  

We would also like to thank Marlou for playing a 

brilliant game on his Bôday  

 

Will Lyon & Jack Geason   

 

GIRLS SOFTBALL REPORT  

On Friday the 6
th
 of November the girlsô softball team 

competed against Caulfield South. Unfortunately 

Caulfield South was a stronger team that day and we 

did not win, but we all had a lot of fun and learnt new 

techniques that will help us in future games! 

Everyone played well and tried their best and we 

would like to congratulate Abby, Margot and Isa for 

giving the position as pitcher a go, and Tess Miller for 

going as catcher!  

 

By Sara Long and Sheree Chen  

2009 Girls Softball Cap tains  
 

SOFTBALL GIRLS REPORT  

On Friday the 13
th
 the Girls softball team played 

Ormond Primary.  The game was very close.  

Hanna played exceptionally well at 1
st
 base getting 

3 people out in a row.  We are all played very well 

and improved our skills.  The game was close with 

an final score of 11 to 18. Sadly we lost. 

 

Sara Long and Tessa Davidson  
 

 

ROUNDERS BOYS REPORT 

Last Friday the 13
th
 fortunately for the boys rounders 

boys team the day wasnôt unlucky. Ormond won the 

toss and chose to bat. Ormond scored 0 in the first 

innings to our 8. The game progressed well with 

Ormond staying on 0 while Elsternwick added 4 to 

their tally. At half time the score was 12 to 0. In the 3
rd
 

innings Ormond scored two home runs to our 6. In the 

last innings Ormond scored another 2 runs due to 

scrappy fielding.  Elsternwick then scored 5 runs in 

their last bat to seal the win 23-4.  

We would like award player of the game to Harrison 

Gwyne for some fantastic work on first base.  Well 

done boys. 

Will Lyon and Jack Geason  

Rounders Captains  
 

BOYS SOFTBALL REPORT 

On November 13
th
 the Boys Softball team played 

Ormond Primary School. It was an extremely tight 

match. First innings we were winning 2-6 to us.  

Second innings it was 3-7 to us.  Third innings it was 

7-7.  Then fourth innings it was 10-12 so it was a very 

close match. 

 

Weôd like to thank Yanni Staedel-Arnould for his 

magnificent fielding and pitching.  And Bobby Zhou 

for his great pitching as well.  Weôd also like to thank 

David for the catch in backstop, and everyone else 

played really well. 

 

 By David Southwell and Lachlan Vince.  



ROUNDERS GIRLS REPORT 

On the 13
th
 of November E.P.S played Ormond 

Primary at Elsternwick Park.  We all played so well 

with E.P.S ending on 15 and Ormond on 23.  There 

were 8 points separating us. Thankfully the last batter 

didnôt call last batter so all the runs were cancelled and 

added to our score finishing on 19 to 23 so we didnôt 

win but we definitely improved.  Iôd like to nominate 

Brianna for best player on field although she doesnôt 

agree and Lily for best team spirit since she just came 

back from a broken arm. 

 

Congratulations everyone. 

Brianna and Ashleigh  
 

 

BOYS BASKETBALL REPORT  

On Friday 13
th
 of November the boys interschool 

basketball team played Ormond Gold at Elsternwick 

Primary.  We played this team before in the lightning 

premiership and won by 1, but today we didnôt play to 

the greatest of our ability.  By half time we were down 

by 2.  The scores were 9 to 11.  The second half we 

started to play a lot better but so did Ormond.  

Unfortunately we lost in the dying minutes by 3 points.  

I would like to thank Ms Moore for being a great 

umpire and the girlôs team for scoring the game.  GO 

ELSTERNWICK! 

 

By Murphy Daniels & Archie Shannon  
 

PS.  I, Ruth Moore, thought Murphy played an 

outstanding team game and was  our best player today. 

 

 

CRICKET  

On Friday the 13
th
 the Boys Cricket team went to 

Central Park and we played Malven Purple.  We played 

very well but Malvern were too good. 

 

We made a great total of 54 with our top order batting 

really well and getting us to a flyer of a start.  When we 

came into bowl Malvern did the same, hitting us 

around the park. It came down to the last 2 overs.  

They needed 16 to win, 15 to draw. Jeremy P bowled 

the second last over getting hit  for 10 off the over.  

Ben F bowled the last over. The first bowl he bowled 

was a great delivery knocking out the middle stump.  

On the 3
rd
 ball of the over the batter charged up the 

pitch and hit the ball for six to win the game. 

 

We would also like to give a big thanks to Mr. Wink 

for doing a fantastic job umpiring the whole game by 

himself and also a great job to all the boys who played.  

 

Jeremy Poynton & Ben Fynmore  
 

 

GIRLS BASKETBALL REPORT  

Last Friday was a very unlucky day because it was 

Friday the 13
th
! 

 

But the E.P.S. Girls basketball team didnôt care about 

that! 

 

We played a strong game against Ormond Gold.  By 

the first half the scores were a ripping 2 ï 12 with these 

brilliant girls leading the way!  The good luck didnôt 

stop there because by the end of the match E.P.S. beat 

Ormond by 14 points!  The scores were 12 ï 26. I 

guess good luck can come on the 13
th
.  Before I finish I 

would like to congratulate Ellen for her strength and 

great defending.  

By Lucinda DõUrso 
 

Parentsõ Association 
Only 1 more sleep until the much anticipated Blokeôs 

Camp Out!!  Excitement has been building in our 

house .....and so has the camping equipment piling up 

on our kitchen table!!  We wish all the blokes and kids 

a fantastic night under the stars.  And for all those with 

new tents ï good luck!!  ...... Hope all of you ladies 

cope without your loved ones on Friday night! 
 

Our new 2010 Preps are getting a great feel for EPS 

with their weekly transition mornings ï thanks to all 

the teachers involved and to Jill Callaghan and the 

current Prep parents for continuing to serve and 

provide such yummy morning teas! 
 

Congratulations to the winners of EPS Idol last week! 

We have so many talented and dedicated children 

amongst us who spent hours and hours practising for 

this much anticipated event. It must have been a very 

difficult decision for the judges and also for the kids in 

their class auditions! Thank you to Mr Wink and the 

Young Leaders for organising EPS Idol this year. Heh 

kids ï it is never too early to practice for next year!!!!  

Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way...Oh, what 

fun itôs going to be on Monday 7
th
 December, heh!   

Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way......  Less 

than 3 weeks now until our EPS Christmas Concert!!    

(keep singing in your head and you will eventually get 

it to sync!) 
 

YES.... wake up those singing voices for a fantastic 

evening of entertainment and Christmas cheer for the 

whole family. Our organising committee led by Nicole 

George is working tirelessly with Naomi Elias and our 

kids for this event. We ask you to please support them 

with a donation towards their Raffle baskets and by 

helping with set up, serving or packing up on the night. 

See details in this newsletter. 
 

Dare I say it ..............21 school days left in 2009!! 

 

Libbie & Maria  



COFFEE AND CAKE WITH MARK WALKER 
COMMUNICATION GATHERING NUMBER 1 
 
Thank-you to the parents (and toddlers) who staggered 
along to the staffroom last week in the searing heat to 
join Mark, Sarah, Erica and me for Aldi ice creams and 
ñCommunicationò! 
 
It was great to see a mix of parents from various levels 

of the school there and, in a small group (this is what 
we wanted to ensure everyone could óhave a sayô), to 
be able to catch up on what some of the issues are at 
the forefront of parents minds as the year draws to a 
close and we think about 2010. 
 
These included 

 An update on the new gym, in particular the 
reasons why the portable buildings are where they 
are. (Their location ensures all the 1/2 classes are 
kept near each other and although at present it 
reduces the open play space, it is hoped this will 
improve when scaffolding etc is removed.)  

 The high temperatures in some classrooms in 
recent weeks, in particular the new classrooms and 
library. (Mark and Sarah acknowledged parent, 
student and teacher concerns and we all learnt that 
the government DOES not fund aircon in any new 
school buildings south of the dividing range. The 
most recent environmental know-how went into 
maximizing the non-aircon cooling that could 
occur in these buildings however on these hot days 
this has not been adequate. Shade sails are on 
order to try and reduce the heat in these areas.)  

 Mark was able to outline some of the factors 
leading to numeracy being the learning focus for 
next four years.  (It was interesting to hear that all 
the 25 schools in our Bayside network have the 
same learning focus and the lack of specialist 
mathematics teachers is a problem facing all 
schools throughout Australia. Parents reported the 
success of ógender mathsô this year and requested 
more óparent trainingô next year in order that they 
be able to support numeracy learning at home.) 

 CRT or ñemergency teacherò processes this year 
that have been a concern to some parents. 
(Glitches were acknowledged. Budget challenges 
do necessitate minimizing the number of CRT 
teachers employed each year and hence why 
children are sometimes moved in small groups to 
other classes when teachers are absent.) 

 How and where to direct feedback and questions 
to the school. (look out for the EPS ñHome To 
School Communicationò Guidelines coming out 
soon). 

 

We ran out of time (and almost food) and feedback 
was such that it validated continuing them on a regular 
basis next year with some evening timeslots offered. 
The second gathering for the term is Thursday this 
week (19

th
). 

 
If you have not been able to make it either gathering, I 
am interested in your feedback to the email below. (btw 

the Community Engagement Sub-Committee is on the 
lookout for new members for 2010!) 
 

Penelope Ward-Ambler 
(On behalf of the Community Engagement Sub-

Committee of School Council) 

 

 

 

ATTENTION GRADE 3/4 PARENTS  
 

Dance fit performance  
This term the 3/4ôs have been participating in Dance 

Fit.  This Dance Aerobics will have a grand finale on 

the 25
th
 November.  Parents are welcome to come 

during their childôs class time to watch them break a 

move to the beat. 

 

Please note times have changed due to swimming. 

 

Times are: 

 

8.50 ï 9.50  MSB 

9.50 ï 10.50  MSD 

11.20 -12.20  MSA 

12.20 ï 1.20  MSC 

2.30 ï 3.30  MSE 

 

The 3/4 Team 

 

Rounders:  
Due to limited space, this year we will be going to 

Elsternwick Park.  The program starts off with a skills 

day on 20
th
 November at 11.20 until the end of the day. 

 

The official rounds start on Tuesday 24
th
 November at 

2.00pm.  See timetable below for additional games. 

 

Thursday 3
rd
 and Friday 4

th
 December 

Thursday 10
th
 and Friday 11

th
 December 

Thursday 17
th
 December (Semi Finals) 

Friday 18
th
 December in the morning after 300K 

(Grand Final) 

 

We will be walking to the park with our HATS, 

WATER BOOTLE AND SUNSCEEN  so please 

make sure your child has these things on the above 

dates. 

 

We are all eagerly looking forward to the competition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wonder Why?   
Back in Term 2, EPS parent Sally 
Parrott gathered òwondersó 
(questions) from curious Year 3 -4 

students as part of a resea rch study. 
Swinburne University professors will answer 
some of the studentõs questions over the 
coming weeks in this column.  
 

How do magnets work? 
 
Every magnet has a north at one end and a south 
pole at the other. If we try to bring the north pole 
of one magnet close to the north pole of a second 
magnet, the magnets try to push themselves 
apart. This also happens if we try to bring the 
south poles together.  However, if we bring the 
north pole of one magnet close to the south pole 
of a second magnet, the magnets try to pull 
themselves together. 
 
Magnets also attract other types of materials, for 
example iron.  These materials are called 
magnetic materials. A piece of magnetic material 
will be attracted equally to either the north or the 
south pole of the magnet.  
 
Magnetic material are made up of many ñsmall 
magnetsò all pointing in different directions.  For 
this reason, two pieces of magnetic material are 
not strongly attracted to each other. But in a 
magnet, most of the ñsmall magnetsò are pointing 

in the same direction and that is why a magnet 
has a strong north pole at one end and a 
strong south pole at the other.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When a magnetic material is brought close to the 
strong north pole of a magnet, the south poles of 
the ñsmall magnetsò in the magnetic material 
rotate so they point towards the north pole of the 
magnet. This results in the two pieces of material 
being pulled together. If you bring the magnetic 
material close to the strong south pole of the 
magnet, the ñsmall magnetsò rotate so their north 
poles point towards the south pole of the magnet 
and again the two pieces of material will be pulled 
together. 
 
When the ñsmall magnetsò remain aligned even 
after the other magnet has been removed, the 
material is said to be magnetised and it becomes 
a magnet.  If the ñsmall magnetsò go back to 
pointing in all directions when the other magnet is 
removed, the material is no longer magnetised.   
 
Look up ñCow Magnetsò on the web and find out 
why farmers feed magnets to their cows. 
 

Dr Alex Mazzolini  

Academic Leader for Physical Sciences  

Faculty of Engineering & Industrial Sciences  

Swinburne University of Technology  

 
 

 

 

Landscaping update:  
Itõs been over four months 

since our very productive 

working bees and we are 

delighted that many of the  

plants have survived, even 

though they have had to 

compete with lots of foot 

traffic and balls! There have been a few 

casualties, however we are in the process of 

replacing them (gum trees near the Art room) 

and extending the planting before December 

arri ves. Soon you will see some beautiful 

bottlebrush, grevillea, native hibiscus and 

seaside daisies (in front of brush fencing, 

around CAB and in Murphy St carpark). This 

will be the final planting for 2009.  

 

You may have noticed the planter boxes located 

in front of the 3/4 classrooms have been re -

nourished and planted with natives and the 

original lobelias are looking spectacular! 

ñSmall magnetsò all pointing in different 
directions.  No permanent north or south poleò 

ñSmall magnetsò all pointing in same direction.  
Permanent strong north and south poleò 

N S 



Compost bins have also been set up behind the 

3/4 classes. We aim to continue and extend 

this in 2010. Thanks 3/4õs for setting this up 

for us all. Your efforts are greatly appreciated!  

Plans for 2010 (finances permitting) will be to 

get the E.P.S. orchard  up and running along with 

other smaller projects such as solving the 

problem of growing plants on a slope (outside 

CAB) and children walking over plants (tricky, 

very tricky!) . Thanks Iain, (dad of Harry and 

Felix) for advising me on the requirements and 

costs involved for establishing and maintaining 

the orchard. I will be ôtree sittingõ the fruit 

trees selected by the 3/4õs over the Summer 

months. We will resume planting when the 

weather cools down. I look forward to the time 

when we can stroll over and pick an apple or 

orange off one of our trees!             

Thanks to all who have helped in 2009.  

 

                                            Michele Martin  

 
 

QUALITY JUNIOR PROGRAM  
Term 4 has been heaps of fun at the Cottage. Our 

seedlings and grain garden grew extremely well and 

the cooking club has been whipping up lots of lovely 

snacks like toffee apples, lamingtons, blueberry 

muffins and shortbread. As the weather is warming up 

please ensure that all children have a spare hat in their 

bag so they can play outside. Also keep an eye on our 

website for when enrolments open for the Christmas 

Holiday Program, For any queries please call by the 

cottage or phone Bella on 0423200598. 

 

 

 

Photos of our 

excursion to 

Koala Park and 

Mini golf 

Phillip Island 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bushfire help update:  
You may be wondering has been going on in the 

Kinglake region since our initial fund -raising to 

help the community. I can tell 

you that the vegetation is 

regenerating and the community 

continues to work together to 

support each other in an effort 

to get things back on track. Our aim to help the 

Kinglake Primary school has not been forgotten, 

however th ey are not yet ready for our help 

(things are moving slowly). We are still on the 

Education Departments list as willing 

contributors.     Iõll keep you posted in 2010. 

                                                                                               

Michele Martin  
 

 

 

Community Notices:  
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

BABYSITTING  

My name is Laura Phillips; I am a 19yr old ex-

student living in Elsternwick and have had five 

years babysitting experience, including 6 

months as a Au Pair in Paris, France.  I am 

available for casual babysitting on evenings and 

weekends.  Please contact me on 0432 336 455. 

 

 

 

 

UPRIGHT PIANO FOR SALE  
SUIT BEGINNER 

HAAKE 1905 (approx) 

 

Recently undergone extensive 

tune 

H 123cm W 146cm D 61cm 

Walnut colour 

Price $995 

Ph: 0419 044564 - Susie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Finn O'Shae's brand new black Rip Stick Pro 
was taken from outside MSC on Monday at 
around 2.30 pm. This is the latest model and 
a recent birthday present. It means a lot to 
Finn to get it back. If you know anything about 
its whereabouts, please responsibly return it 
to MSC or the school office. You can leave a 
note in the MSC suggestion box if you have 
any further information. Let's get Finn's rip 
stick back! 
  

Cally Armstrong  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


